
 

 

                                                                                                      May 2021 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

As you are aware our students undertaking GCSEs approved by Qualifications 
Wales will have their qualifications awarded through a Centre Determined Grade 
model (CDG) in 2021. This means that their grades will be determined by the school. 
WJEC and Qualifications Wales have produced detailed guidance for centres on the 
grading process to enable an appropriate evidence based, valid and fair grade to be 
determined for each student in each subject. 

CDG judgements have been underpinned by the belief that students should be given 
the opportunity to demonstrate what they know, what they understand and what they 
can do. CDGs are based on a holistic best-fit judgement of a student’s performance 
on content they have been taught. Grades will reflect demonstrated attainment in a 
subject. Grades will not be based on predicted trajectories or target grades. They are 
grades determined by clear evidence. The Centre Determined Grades this year are 
not the same as the Centre Assessed Grades awarded last summer as these grades 
will not be subject to change by an external process, provided we have followed the 
correct procedures to award fair and valid grades. 

Assessment evidence to support grading decisions for your son or daughter has 
come from 3 areas: 

1. Non-Examination Assessments (NEAs), these are a key part of many subjects 
but not all. We hold evidence in this form for some subjects already and in other 
subjects the NEAs were completed before the Whit holiday (May 2021). 

2. Adapted past paper questions. We have been using past paper questions as 
the basis for assessments during this summer term. These have proved to be an 
effective method for assessing students’ attainment. They have been carefully 
matched to subject assessment objectives and have been quality assured by the 
WJEC to ensure they are fair and unbiased. 

3. Additional Assessed work. Work completed earlier in the year has been used in 
some subject areas as it provides a valid and reliable assessment as well as giving 
staff an accurate reflection of the standard at which a student is working. This work 
may be used as evidence to support the determination of a grade. 

The evidence base we have used has met the requirements of the Assessment 
Framework outlined by the WJEC for each subject. We have endeavoured to spread 
the assessments as evenly as we can over the relatively short time span available to 
us. The assessments have been undertaken in classrooms under strictly controlled 
conditions and whilst adapted past paper questions have been used in these 
assessments, they are not exams but more like NEAs. Access arrangements have 
also been facilitated to ensure the assessment process is fair for all candidates and 
special consideration arrangements have remained in place.  



All evidence is now subject to internal moderation and quality assurance to ensure 
consistency and reliability within and between subject areas.  

At the end of the decision making process, we will inform candidates of the 
provisional CDG in each of their subjects. This information will be made available by:  

Thursday June 24th 2021. 

We will email these provisional results to you and where this isn’t possible they will 
be posted out. Following this, there will be a short window (48 hours) where 
candidates/parents can request a review of the evidence found on the ‘Learner 
Decision Making Record’ if they believe a judgement or procedural error has been 
made (Stage 1 Review). 

The final grades will be awarded on GCSE results day which is: 

Thursday August 12th 2021. 

There will be an external appeals process via the WJEC if candidates/parents still 
believe that a judgement or procedural error has been made (Stage 2 Review). I am 
sending you the document; ‘2021 qualifications. All you need to know’ which is a 
learner resource that provides information on assessment arrangements in summer 
2021. Should your son or daughter feel a review is necessary, it is important to 
note from this document that grades can go up, go down or remain the same 
result. 

Finally, as we approach the end of statutory education for this year group, I would 

like to pay tribute to the remarkable resilience and spirit our Year 11 students have 

shown during the periods of online learning and throughout the recent period of 

assessment.  They have demonstrated an exceptionally positive work ethic under 

extremely difficult circumstances throughout these last two years. We must also 

thank you for your hard work and commitment in supporting your son or daughter 

with their studies in what has been a challenging time for us all. 

We wish your son or daughter all the very best for a safe and successful future! 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs S Williams. 

Acting Deputy Headteacher. 


